
The Plot and Structure of the Book of Ruth†

Setting
(1:1-5)

Action begins
(1:6)

Preliminary 
incidents: 

traveling to
Bethlehem

(1:7-22)

Conflict
generated  

Occasioning
incident: 

mention of
Boaz
(2:1)

Complications:
Ruth and Boaz first
meet; Ruth’s and
Boaz’s intentions;
sexual tension on

the threshing floor;
(2:2–3:11)

Conflict heightens: The mention
of another goel

(3:12-15a)

Conflict begins to unravel: Naomi
reassures Ruth 

(3:15b-18)

Resolution:
Boaz redeems

Ruth
(4:1-12)

Original conflict
resolved: Boaz
and Ruth marry
and have a son

(4:13-15)

Action ends:
Naomi has a son

(4:16-17)

Conclusion: the
geneology of

David
(4:18-21)

Outcome

The hidden and continuous providence of God
† Prepared by Tyler F. Williams (2000). 


